
Children who read succeed!  Asking different kinds of 

questions can help children have a deeper understanding of 

the stories they are reading. 
 

Level One Questions:  The answers to these questions are directly 

stated in the text. Your child should answer the question and then find 

the answer in the story. 

A. Facts and Details:  Ask questions about who, what, when, and 

where, why and how. 

B. Sequence of Events: Ask questions that begin with sequence 

words—“first, last, end, beginning,” etc. and have your child 

retell important events in the story in the correct sequence. 

C. Setting of the story (time and place):  Ask your child to  

describe the setting and identify the importance of the setting. 

D. Fact and Opinion Statements:  Find examples of fact 

statements and opinion statements in the text. 

 

 

 

Level Two Questions:  The answers are stated in the text, but are 

more difficult to locate. Your child will have to look harder and more 

closely at the text. 

A. Cause and Effect:  Why?  Because? :  Ask questions that have 

the effect in the question and have your child locate the cause in 

the text. “If this happens, then what?” 

B. Compare and Contrast: Ask your child to compare or contrast 

characters in the story, how they are alike or different. Ask your 

child to compare events in the story or to compare this story to 

another story. 



Level Three Questions:  The answers are not stated in the text. You 

have to base the answers on clues and evidence. The answers may be 

implied not stated. 

A. Predict future outcomes based on evidence in the test. Example: 

In the future, ___________ will probably _____________. 

B. Analyze characters, including their traits, feelings, 

relationships, and changes. Example:  How did ____________ 

probably feel?  Which word best describes _____________? 

(specify a character trait)  How did ___________  feel at the 

beginning of the story? How did _________ feel about 

_________? (character relationships) 

C. Infer and Draw Conclusions from facts and information in the 

text. You can tell that ______________________. (conclusion 

based on clues/evidence) Tell your child a conclusion that can be 

drawn from the information in the text and ask them to find the 

evidence in the text that proves the conclusion. 

 

 

 

Main Idea/Best Summary Questions: 

A. Main Idea: Students should know the difference between a 

detail and a summary statement. Identify details in specific 

paragraphs and determine what the details have in common. What 

is the main idea? What is the story mostly about? What is 

___________’s main problem? What happened in the story? 

B. Best Summary:  Retell the text summarizing key points without 

adding information not in the text. Write a complete one 

sentence summary of the story. Unimportant information should 

not be included in the summary. Only information relevant to the 

main idea is necessary. 

 

 


